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Timetable 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time Thursday, October 22 Friday, October 23

8:30–9:00 Registration of congress participants Registration of congress participants

9:00–11:00 Parallel sessions I Parallel sessions V

11:00–11:30 Coffee break Coffee break

11:30–12:30 Opening ceremony and opening lecture

12:30–13:30

13:30-14:00

14:00–14:30

14:30-15:00

15:00–15:30

15:30-16:00

16:00-16:30

16:30–17:00 Coffee break

17:00–17:30

17:30-18:00

18:00-18:30

18:30–19:00

19:00-19:30

19:30-20:00

20:30 Coach departure to the restaurant

21:00 Official congress dinner

Parallel sessions IV

Round table on Territorial Policy
Technical Excursion

Wednesday, October 21

Parallel sessions III Lunch

Virtual 

parallel 

sessions

Registration of 

congress and workshop 

participants
Training 

Workshop: SIG for 

regional science

Parallel sessions II

Parallel sessions VI

Lunch

Closing plenary session and 

presentation of the 51st conference

Cultural visit to 

Barcelona’s Gothic 

Quarter
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Presentation 
 
 
The Spanish Association of Regional Science (AECR), together with the Catalan Association of 
Regional Science (ACCR), cordially invite you to participate in the 50th International Conference 
on Regional Science, which will take place from 21 to 23 October 2026 at the Universitat Oberta 
de Catalunya (UOC) in Barcelona. 
This edition is especially meaningful, celebrating five decades of uninterrupted scientific 
exchange, debate, and community-building in the field of Regional Science. Barcelona, the city 
where the AECR was founded more than fifty years ago, offers a highly symbolic setting that 
connects the origins of our Association with the challenges of the present and the future. 
As in previous editions, the Conference will serve as a multidisciplinary forum bringing together 
academics, professionals, and policy-oriented experts to discuss the main advances in regional 
and territorial analysis. The scientific program will include keynote lectures, panel discussions, 
special sessions, and paper presentations, and remains the main annual meeting in Spain 
devoted to the study and debate of regional and territorial issues, with a strong international 
projection. 
The slogan chosen for this landmark edition is: “AI-Driven Territories for a Sustainable Future: 
50 Years Building Knowledge for Regional Development.” 
In line with this theme, the Conference will focus on two closely interconnected topics of major 
relevance: sustainability, understood from a broad and multidisciplinary perspective, and 
artificial intelligence and digital transformation. The discussions will address how digitalisation 
and AI are reshaping territories, economies, and societies, as well as the role that regions, cities, 
and rural areas play in advancing more sustainable, inclusive, and resilient development paths. 
We warmly encourage you to take part in this special 50th anniversary edition, which offers a 
unique opportunity to exchange ideas, strengthen professional networks, and collectively 
reflect on both the achievements and future directions of Regional Science. 
 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to Barcelona. 
 
 
Organizing Committee of the 50th International Conference on Regional Science 
Barcelona, 2026 
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President  

Carles Méndez-Ortega – Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 

Vicepresident | Secretary 

Albert Miró Pérez – Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 

Vocals 

● Xavier Baraza Sánchez – Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 
● Martí Bosch-Tobella – Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 
● Rafael Garduño Rivera – Universidad de Navarra 
● Zora Kovacic – Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 
● Anna Matas Prat – Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona 
● Lucía Morales – Technological University Dublin 
● Rosina Moreno Serrano – Universitat de Barcelona 
● Elisabeth Motellón Corral – Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 
● Daniel Rajmil Bonet – Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 
● Àngels Santigosa Copete – Ajuntament de Barcelona 
● Marcos Sansó Navarro – Universidad de Zaragoza 
● Joan Torrent-Sellens – Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 
● Julie Wilson – Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 
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Scientific Committee 
President  

Josep Maria Arauzo Carod – Universitat Rovira i Virgili 

Secretary 

Carles Méndez-Ortega – Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 

Vocals 

● Luisa Alamá Sabater – Universitat Jaume I 
● André Carrascal Incera – Universidad de Oviedo 
● Rui Alexandre Castanho – WSB University Poland 
● Blanca De Miguel Molina – Universitat Politècnica de València 
● María Teresa Gallo Rivera – Universidad de Alcalá 
● Sofía Jiménez Calvo – Universidad de Zaragoza 
● Eduardo Jiménez Fernández – Universidad de Granada 
● Joao Leitao – Universidad de Beira Interior 
● Fernando López Hernández – Universidad Politécnica de Cartagena 
● Ilaria Mariotti – Politecnico di Milano 
● Miguel Ángel Márquez Paniagua – Universidad de Extremadura 
● Rosina Moreno Serrano – Universitat de Barcelona 
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● Rosella Nicolini – Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona 
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Ciencias Sociales 
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● Ana Viñuela Jiménez – REGIOlab – Universidad de Oviedo 
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Thematic Areas 
 
1. Demographic change, population and migratory movements 

2. Competitiveness, efficiency and productivity 

3. Growth, convergence and development 

4. Economic development in rural areas 

5. Regional and urban development 

6. Inequality and territorial social cohesion 

7. Territorial dynamics, housing and urban development 

8. Knowledge economy and geography of innovation 

9. Green economy and sustainable development 

10. Location, Entrepreneurship and firm dynamics 

11. Governance, institutions and territorial policy evaluation 

12. Labor market and spatial dynamics 

13. Methods for regional and territorial analysis 

14. Energy and ecological transition: territorial challenges and opportunities 

15. Tourism and heritage 

16. Cultural and Creative Industries 

17. Digital transformation, AI and regional development 

18. Infrastructure, Transport and Accessibility 

19. Globalisation, Trade and Geopolitics 

20. S-JI.- Young Researchers Sessions: “I have an idea…” 

21. S-TC. University-Environment knowledge transfer sessionsSS1. Territories in transition: 
regional dynamics in the green and digital transformation 

22. Special Session for the New Researcher Award 
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Special sessions 
 

SS1. Water and Territorial Sustainability: Tourism, Circular Economy and Financial Challenges 

SS2. Territorial Medicine, a Regional Science Approach 

SS3. Barcelona City of Knowledge and the Genesis of 22@: A Tribute Session to Joan Trullén 
Thomas 

SS4. Digital Transformation, Artificial Intelligence, and Regional Development: Productivity, 
Competitiveness, and Territorial Dynamics 

SS5. Geopolitical Transformation: National Defense, Territorial Resilience, and Regional 
Development in Contexts of Complex Risks (online) 

SS6. Rethinking Freight Distribution for Smart and Sustainable Territories 

SS7. The interface between Geography and Economics: Regional challenges for health in all 
policies and socio-territorial cohesion 

SS8. Agglomeration, Structural Transformation and Spatial Inequality: New Evidence and 
Perspectives 

SS9. Blue economy, territory and sustainability: blue tourism and mediterranean fisheries 

SS10. The transformation of the economic model in the Valencian Community 

SS11. Wine Tourism, Dairy Tourism, and Olive Oil Tourism in Castilla-La Mancha 

SS12. Exploring the long-term effects of transportation in regional development 

SS13.Tourism as regional diversification? Rethinking tourism’s role in regional twin transitions 

SS14. EU Research and Innovation Policies, Technological Change and Regional Human Capital 
Dynamics 

SS15. International immigration and territories: multidimensional effects and the absorptive 
capacity of local markets 

SS16. Places of Opportunity or Mobility Traps? Regional Disparities in Social Mobility 

SS17.  Regional logics in the “twin” green and digital transitions 

SS18. Regions, Equity, and Living Conditions in Latin America: Territorial Inequalities, 
Resilience, and Development in the Face of Global Shocks 

SS19. Social inclusion and wellbeing in rural Europe: future trajectories, regional typologies, 
impact of social economy, and application of Smart Villages 

SS20. Talent That Doesn’t Settle: Innovation and Urban Economy in Times of Flexible Mobility 

SS21. Regions, Education, Labor Markets & Inclusive Development 

SS22. Examining visitors’ mobility at tourist destinations: present and future challenges 

SS23. Artificial Intelligence, Automation and Regional Labour Markets: Exposure, Effective Use 
and the Territorial Reconfiguration of Employment 

SS24. Human Capital and Labor Market Transformations in the Green Transition 

SS25. Regional Data-Driven Analysis: Machine Learning and Spatial Econometrics 

SS26. Skills, Human Capital and Territorial Development in the Age of AI and Sustainability: 
Geopolitics and Energy Transitions 

SS27. Global Value Chains in Transition: Technologies for the Decarbonization of Regions 
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Program 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2026 
 
14:30-16:00 Registration of Congress and Workshop Participants (Reception – Building U) 
 
15:00-17:30 Training Workshop: GIS for Regional Science: From Spatial Data to Econometric 
Variables and Professional Maps. Taught by Ali Maddahi & Zahra Behrouz (Aula U0.3 / Classroom 
U0.3) 
 
15:30-18:00 Virtual Parallel Sessions 
 
18:00-19:30 Cultural Visit to Barcelona’s Gothic Quarter 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2026 
 
8:30-9:00 Registration of Congress Participants (Reception – Building U) 
 
9:00-11:00 Parallel Sessions I (Rooms, 1st Floor, Building U) 
 
11:00-11:30 Coffee Break (Inner Courtyard) 
 
11:30-12:30 Opening Ceremony (Room U0.2). 
Participants: 
▪ Mr. Carles Méndez Ortega, President of the Organizing Committee 
▪ Mr. Fernando Rubiera Morollón, President of the AECR 
▪ Rector Àngels Fitó, Rector of the Open University of Catalonia 
▪ Her Excellency Ms. Alicia Romero Llano, Minister of the Department of Economy and 

Finance, Government of Catalonia 
 
Opening Conference: Ron Boschma: Identifying diversification and policy opportunities for 
regions 
 
12:30-14:00 Parallel Sessions II (Rooms, 1st floor, Building U) 
 
14:00-15:00 Lunch (Inner Courtyard) 
 
15:00-16:30 Parallel Sessions III (Rooms, 1st floor, Building U) 
 
16:30-17:00 Coffee Break (Inner Courtyard) 
 
17:00-18:30 Plenary Territorial Policy Roundtable (Room U0.2): Shaping Post-2027 European 
Development: Institutional Actors, Policy Reform, and Regional Outcomes 
Intervene: 
▪ José Luis Haro, Director of Metropolitan Policy Services of the AMB 
▪ Miquel Rodríguez, Manager of Economic Promotion of the Barcelona City Council 
▪ Víctor Soria, General Director of Economic Activities, Department of Economy and 

Finances-Generalitat de Catalunya 
▪ Mercedes Caballero, Ministry of Finance-General Secretary of European Funds 
▪ Etienne SAIL, Head of Unit, European Parliament, Expenditure Analysis Unit 
Moderator: Andrea Conte, Joint Research Center of the European Commission 
 

18:30-20:00 Parallel Sessions IV (Rooms, 1st floor, Building U) 
 
20:30 Coach departure from the UOC: Carrer del Perú, 52, Sant Martí, 08018, Barcelona to the 
Restaurant Masia Can Ametller: Camí de Can Ametller, s/n, 08195 Sant Cugat del Vallès, 
Barcelona 
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21:00 Official Congress Dinner 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2026 
 
8:30-9:00 Registration of Congress Participants (Reception – Building U) 
 
9:00-11:00 Parallel Sessions V (Rooms, 1st Floor, Building U) 
 
11:00-11:30 Coffee Break (Inner Courtyard) 
 
11:30-13:30 Parallel Sessions VI (Rooms, 1st Floor, Building U) 
 
13:30-14:45 Plenary Closing Session: AECR: 50 years building knowledge for regional 
development (Room U0.2) 
Intervene: 
▪ Roberta Capello, President of ERSA 
▪ Janet E Kohlhase, President of NARCS and President-Elect of RSAI 
▪ Josep M. Carreras, historical member of the AECR 
▪ Former Presidents of the AECR: Juan R. Cuadrado, Pere A. Salvà, Martí Parellada, Vicent 

Soler and Jordi Suriñach 
 
14:45-15:00 Institutional closing of the congress and presentation of the 51st RER 
Intervene: 
▪ Mr. Carles Méndez-Ortega, President of the Organizing Committee of the 50th RER. 
▪ Mr. Xavier Baraza Sánchez, Dean of Economics and Business Studies at the Open 

University of Catalonia. 
▪ Mr. Marcos Sansó Navarro, President of the Organizing Committee of the 51st RER. 
▪ Mr. Fernando Rubiera Morollón, President of the AECR. 
 

15:00-16:30 Lunch (Interior Courtyard) 
 
17:00-19:00 Technical Excursion (2 options) 
-Visit to the 22@ Technology District 
-Visit to the Port of Barcelona 
 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2026 (Optional and with additional payment) 
 
The Gaudí Experience in 4D + Visit to Parc Güell 
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Detailed program 
 
The detailed live program with all the sessions and participants can be found here: 
 
 
Spanish 
https://reunionesdeestudiosregionales.org/barcelona2026/programa/ 
 

 
 
English 
https://reunionesdeestudiosregionales.org/barcelona2026/en/programa/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://reunionesdeestudiosregionales.org/barcelona2026/programa/
https://reunionesdeestudiosregionales.org/barcelona2026/en/programa/
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La Riqueza de las Regiones 
Por la Asociación Española de Ciencia Regional 

 
Estimad@s participantes del congreso de Barcelona: 
La Asociación Española de Ciencia Regional (AECR) tiene un Blog denominado La Riqueza de 
las Regiones.  
Pretendemos que este blog sea un servicio apreciado por los socios y los participantes de los 
congresos de la AECR y que constituya un instrumento de comunicación con la sociedad y de 
canalización de los trabajos realizados por los asociados y los participantes de los congresos de 
la AECR, así comolos que publican en nuestra revista:  Investigaciones Regionales-Journal of 
Regional Research. 
Como sabéis la ANECA, además de la publicación de los trabajos de investigación, valora, cada 
vez más, la transferencia, la divulgación y la repercusión mediática de los mismos. En este 
sentido, el Blog os ofrece esta plataforma de comunicación que os puede beneficiar y ayudar a 
mejorar vuestras puntuaciones. 
Tod@s estáis invitad@s a remitir vuestras contribuciones, sugerencias y comentarios a la 
dirección de correo electrónico info@aecr.org. Las entradas irán firmadas por los autores y la 
responsabilidad de los contenidos es únicamente de los firmantes de las mismas. Es 
conveniente que tengan un carácter divulgativo e incorporen unas palabras claves que 
permitan su identificación en los sistemas de búsqueda de internet y alguna imagen o cuadro 
que las haga más atractivas. 
 
En concreto, disponemos de seis tipos de entradas: 
● La reflexión de (…) Aprox. 250-750 palabras. 
● Reflexión exprés de (…) Aprox. 100-250 palabras. 
● Imagen/Gráfico/Mapa de la semana. 100-250 palabras más la imagen. 
● Investigaciones regionales Artículos breves que resuman las conclusiones más 

importantes de investigaciones en ciencia regional. 250-750 palabras. 
● Reseñas Aprox: 250-750 palabras. 
● Noticias Aprox: 100-500 palabras. 

 
Información sobre normas de estilo en el siguiente QR: 
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Building on 50 Years of Regional Science: The LI 
International Conference on Regional Science – RER 
2027 

 
Following the upcoming celebration of the 50th Reunión de Estudios Regionales (RER) in 
Barcelona, we are delighted to continue this long-standing tradition by announcing the next 
edition, which will take place at the Universidad de Zaragoza from October 20 to 22, 2027. 
 
The theme of the 51st Reunión de Estudios Regionales, “Shaping Better Regions: Data, Evidence 
and Territorial Policy”, naturally follows the trajectory of previous editions of the congress, 
which have consistently reflected on how knowledge can contribute to understanding 
territorial change and improving regional well-being. 
 
Today, regional science is entering a new phase, characterised by the unprecedented 
availability of new data sources and analytical tools. These advances provide new opportunities 
to test theories, uncover emerging territorial dynamics, evaluate policies, and generate 
stronger evidence for decision-making. However, data alone cannot explain the complexity of 
territories: meaningful progress requires the combination of theoretical frameworks, rigorous 
methodologies, and policy-oriented research. 
 
From this perspective, the congress will explore how the interaction between data, evidence, 
and territorial policy can contribute to shaping better regions. It will provide a forum to discuss 
how regional science can address current challenges such as spatial inequalities, demographic 
change, climate transition, innovation, urban transformation, and territorial cohesion. 
 
Zaragoza offers a unique setting for this reflection. Located at the centre of the Ebro Valley, the 
city embodies the connections between urban and regional development, economic 
transformation, and territorial diversity. As a medium-sized city with a strategic role in national 
economic and logistical networks, Zaragoza provides an excellent environment to discuss how 
knowledge, evidence, and innovation can support more inclusive, sustainable, and resilient 
territories. 
 
We look forward to building on five decades of regional science dialogue and welcoming the 
community to Zaragoza for a new opportunity to exchange ideas, strengthen collaborations, 
and advance the future of regional science. 
 

 
 

Marcos Sanso Navarro 
President of the Organizing Committee 
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